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Rationale
Five hours of lessons, plus the learning attached to assemblies and other activities, makes for a long day at school.
Therefore we believe that:

Homework without a clear learning outcome/purpose is in danger of taking up a students’ free time unfairly
Children need a childhood and the amount of homework set should be proportionate to their stage of schooling
We hope and expect our students to engage in a wide range of extra-curricular activities within school life, and
outside of school, and homework should not be a barrier to a happy, well-balanced, active childhood
Students on courses leading to examinations can expect significantly more homework, as they develop the
skills to study independently in preparation for the examinations themselves

Research states that homework (if completed correctly) can add up to 5 months of progress
(https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkithomework)
Homework should be used to improve student recall helping the students remember more.

“Good” homework develops the school curriculum and focuses on extending and improving the depth in

students' learning.

Aims / Purpose of Homework:

To enrich students’ classroom learning and to give teachers an additional means to assess the learning of
their students

To allow all students to develop their individual capabilities

To develop the practice of independent study, time management, perseverance and self-discipline as well as
a love of learning

To provide opportunities for family learning involving parent/carers and other adults

To deepen, extend or consolidate the learning from the classroom

Key Stage 3 Homework (Years 7, 8 and 9)

Students will receive a maximum of 1 piece of homework every 4 lessons in each subject with a duration of
20-30mins for each piece

Homework is not set on an ad hoc basis, e.g. to finish a piece of work started in class

Homework is rewarded using the rewards system and is celebrated with praise and other measures, such as
being displayed

Some departments will also set homework through google classroom giving clear and specific deadlines
Where a specific piece of homework has not been set students can chose to use SENECA Learning or another
online learning platform instead

Key Stage 4 Homework (Years 10 and 11)

Students will receive a maximum of 1 piece of homework every 4 lessons in each subject with a duration of
30-40mins for each piece

Students on courses leading to external assessments have a greater need to utilise homework, with the
intended benefits as outlined above.

There will be more homework, as students prepare for examinations.

Homework will be rewarded, using the rewards policy, as above

Some departments will also set homework through google classroom giving clear and specific deadlines
Where a specific piece of homework has not been set students can choose to use SENECA Learning or
another online learning platform instead
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Key Stage 5 Homework (Years 12 and 13)
¢ Homework will be sent at the discretion of the teacher

Guidelines and Suggested Strategies:

As teachers, we must ensure that homework is:

Planned, meaningful, relevant, engaging and differentiated

Enhancing classroom learning

Given with appropriate time scales for completion

Assessed (automated, teacher, group, peer or self) and this assessment is demonstrably responded to
Rewarded

Set via the Google Classroom

Clear and where specific pieces of homework are not set, teachers must make students aware of online
learning platforms that can be accessed

e Set on the online learning platforms usage should be rewarded

Best Practice:

o Homework is set near the beginning of the lesson so that it does not appear as a “bolt on activity” and so
that students have plenty of time to write it down and ask any questions they may have

e Homework is directly linked to the learning in the lesson or recall of prior learning

¢ Homework assessed after completion and improvement feedback are responded to by the student

e Specific tasks are set via online learning platforms

e There are many other ways of assessing homework than teacher marking!

A note on “finishing work”:

Finishing off work may be an option for extended projects or coursework pieces but should not be the norm
as students who work quickly in lessons are not challenged by this type of homework task.

Responsibilities / Monitoring and Evaluation:

Subject Teachers are responsible for:

e Setting homework in line with their subjects’ schemes of learning, and for recording the tasks on the
Google Classroom

e  Setting tasks on online learning platforms such as SENECA learning

e Ensuring that completed homework is rewarded in line with school policy

Curriculum Leaders are responsible for:

e  Supporting and monitoring the teachers in their teams with all aspects of homework
e upholding a clear expectation as to when homework is set

e monitoring that all homework set is challenging for All, and has a positive impact
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Parent/carers have a key role to play in supporting their child by:

¢ monitoring homework set on Google Classroom

e monitoring the schools’ recording of homework on Go4Schools

¢ helping and encouraging their child to complete homework to the best of their ability and by the deadline
e liaising with tutors or subject teachers if a query arises to do with homework

Students are responsible for:

. carefully reviewing the work set for them on Google Classroom and asking their teachers for any further
advice or clarification

. completing the homework to the best of their ability

° submitting the homework at the requested time or talking with their teachers if they need an extension

. reflecting and acting upon the feedback received from their subject teachers.

Non-completion of Homework
Our ambition is to celebrate the completion of homework, with rewards

There may be times when homework is not completed and students are not available to offer a reason. Class
teachers must use all their skill to work with the students to ensure that homework is completed and on time.
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